Terms Andrew will use in “The Facts about AJAX”
Asynchronous:  Occurring at different times.  To a programmer, this means that the computer will notify them when a task is done instead of just executing the next line of code.  This notification usually involves a callback function.

Callback function: A function that is not explicitly called by the programmer instead it is by the computer when the computer wants to notify the program of an event. (see also event handler).

Client-side: Things that the client (in our case the local web-browser on your machine) does. (see also Server-side).

CSS (Cascading Style Sheets): A deceptively simple looking plain text document format that describes how different parts of an HTML or XHTML document should be displayed in web-browsers.  (File ext. = “.css”)

DOM (Document Object Model): A programming interface for traversing XML, XHTML, and HTML documents that makes them look like trees.

Dynamic Content/Static Content: Dynamic Content is that which is assembled for presentation when it is requested not before-hand like static content).  Usually this content will be different depending on the circumstances under-which it is displayed.

Event handler: a function that is called when an event occurs.  This event could be a user clicking a button, a download completing, or any number of other events.  If you have programmed in Visual Basic or a .NET language you probably wrote mostly event handlers.
HTML (Hyper-text Markup Language): A plain-text document that is used to describe how web-pages should look to a human.  The documents themselves contain tags, attributes, and data in elaborate combinations. (File ext. = “.html or .htm”)

JavaScript: A scripting language that modern web-browsers interpret that can be used to change what a webpage looks like.  The actual running of the script is done client-side, thus the scripts are downloaded before they are run.  JavaScript is not the same as Java or Java Applets.  (File ext. = “.js” but it can appear as part of HTML)
Node: One part of a tree.  Has one parent (unless it is at the root-node) who is also a node and zero or more children who are also nodes.

Server-side: Things that the server (in our case the web-server) does. (see also Client-side)

Tag: <Blah>Some Data!</Blah> Used in XML.  “Blah” is called the tag name it does not have spaces in it but can be any word.  In this example “Some Data!” is the tag’s data.  Tags can have tags in their data.

Tree: Made of connected nodes every node but the root-node has one parent node and some nodes have child nodes.  Think of it as a “Family Tree” where everyone only has one parent.  The same terms apply. (e.g. sibling nodes share the same parent, cousin-nodes share the same grandparent, etc.)

XHTML (eXtensible HyperText Markup Language): Just like HTML only with restriction that the format must meet XML specifications.  Some of the old HTML tags did not meet these rules and they have been removed or changed in the XHTML specification.  Many of the formatting commands have been removed from XHTML to encourage the use of CSS. (File ext. = “.html” just like html).

XML (eXtensible Markup Language): A plain-text document for storing any kind of data.  It is formatted to be easy for both computers and humans to understand.  It has tags, attributes, and data just like HTML but the format is stricter. (File ext. = “.xml” but the data is not always stored in files).

